
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE 
 

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau and Macau IC2 Association  
Ignite Earth Day 2025 with “From Pulp to Planet, Love Recycled” Campaign.  

Inclusive Action Meets Environmental Passion:  
Over 250 Participants join forces for Sustainability 

 
 
Macau, 27 April 2025 — Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau and the Macau IC2 Association (“I Can 
Too”), proudly hosted a vibrant World Earth Day celebration that united environmental purpose 
with inclusive community engagement. Now in its fifth consecutive year, this meaningful 
collaboration continues to champion sustainability and social inclusion through hands-on, 
community-led action. This year’s theme, “From Pulp to Planet, Love Recycled”, brought 
together over 250 students, parents, community leaders, and neurodivergent advocates to 
raise awareness about paper recycling and promote eco-friendly living. 
 
The 2025 Earth Day celebration was co-organised with the support of valuable partners, 
including the Macau Dragon Voyage Sport Association, Shenmo Star River Public Welfare 
Alliance, and Concordia School for Special Education. Their contributions helped deliver a 
lively program of interactive activities and creative workshops that inspired participants to 
reflect on the environmental impact of daily choices. 
 
The combined efforts of all involved highlight that Earth Day is not only about awareness – it’s 
a movement rooted in action, inclusion, and the shared responsibility that everyone has a role 
in shaping a more sustainable and compassionate future. 
 
A Journey of Purpose: Green Walkathon Sets the Tone 
 
The celebration kicked off at the Heart-shaped Tree Square near Macau Science Center, 
where participants - dressed in upcycled T-shirts featuring the campaign’s slogan embarked 
on a spirited 1.5-kilometer walk to Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau. Laughter, determination, and 
shared sense of purpose filled the air as the walkathon moved through Macau’s streets, 
symbolizing a united step toward a greener tomorrow. 
 
Heartfelt Stories: Premiere of “Paper Tales” Documentary 
 
At the hotel’s Naam Garden, guests were moved by a short film produced entirely by IC2’s 
neurodivergent students. Through intimate interviews and time-lapse footage, “Paper Tales: 
Our Recycling Journey” showcased the transformation of discarded newspapers and 
cardboard as they journeyed from Macau to a recycling facility in Nansha, China.  “This film 
isn’t just about recycling—it’s about rewriting our future,” shared Antonio Luis Leong, 
President of Macau IC2, reflecting the deeper meaning behind the project: empowerment 
through storytelling, and a shared commitment to change. 
 
Unity in Motion: Pickleball Friendship Tournament 
 
The tennis court buzzed with energy during the fifth annual Inclusion Pickleball Friendship 
Tournament, where athletes of all abilities played side by side. With every serve and rally, 
participants broke down barriers—celebrating not just sport, but the spirit of connection and 
inclusion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooted in Purpose: Tree Planting Ceremony 
 
Near the hotel’s resort garden area, a continuation of a cherished tradition unfolded with a 
symbolic tree-planting ceremony.  This year’s tree, the Ficus Benjamina, was planted on the 
grounds of Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau, symbolizing growth, unity, and environmental 
endurance.  “This tree represents growth—both for our planet and our community,” shared 
Ms. Emily Ye of Shenmo Star River Public Welfare Alliance. 
 
Activism in Action: Recycling Fashion Show and Choir Performance 
 
On the lawn, sustainability met style in a vibrant fashion show featuring avant-garde designs 
made entirely from recycled paper. Each piece told a story of bold innovation and 
environmental consciousness. Later, the Macau IC2 and Deaf Association choirs united for a 
soul-stirring interpretation of “Invisible Wings”, merging vocals and sign language into a 
powerful display of unity and resilience. 
 
Interactive Learning and Green Gastronomy 
 
Guests explored eco-themed booths where IC2 members demonstrated DIY seed-paper 
crafting. Meanwhile, refreshments made with natural, planet-friendly ingredients—reinforcing 
the call for a greener and healthier lifestyle—offered a taste of sustainable gastronomy. 
 
Closing Remarks: A Call to Collective Action 
 
“Today, we proved that protecting our planet isn’t a solo mission—it’s a symphony of voices, 
hands, and hearts,” affirmed Mr. Rutger Verschuren, Area Vice President, Macau and 
Hengqin of Artyzen Hospitality Group and General Manager of Artyzen Grand Lapa 
Macau.  “This wasn’t just a celebration of Earth Day—it was a declaration of purpose that we 
proudly and wholeheartedly support. Through our partnership with Macau IC2 and the Macau 
Deaf Association, we demonstrated that environmental sustainability and social inclusion are 
not separate paths, but deeply connected journeys. Recycling is only the first step. It is love, 
empathy, and united action that truly move the world forward.”  
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Group Photo from Green Walkathon 
Participants 
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Pickleball Friendship Tournament 
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Rooted in Purpose - Tree-Planting 
At Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau 
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Activism in Action - Recycleing 
Fashion Show 
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Group Photo of all officiating guests 
with Macau IC2 and Macau Deaf 
Association 
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World Earth Day 2025 Successfully 
hosted at Artyzen Grand Lapa 
Macau 
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Green Refreshment Experience 

 
Officiating Guest List 
 
# Organization and Title Name 

1 2nd-level Researcher, Department of Social Affairs, Liaison 
Office of the Central People's Government in the Macao 
Special Administrative Region 

Mr. Chen Jian 

2 Macau Environmental Protection Bureau, Acting head of 
Environmental Publicity and Education Division,  

Mr. Chan Chi Kin 

3 Centre for Psycho-pedagogical Support and Special 
Education, Education and Youth Development Bureau, 
Macao SAR 

Ms. Chow Pui Leng 
Head of Centre 

4 Social Welfare Bureau Rehabilitation Service Division 
Rehabilitation Service Support Unit Senior Officer (Social 
Work) 

Ms. Cheok Hio Lam 

5 Legislator, Legislative Assembly, Macao SAR Ms. Carmen Lo 

6 Legislator, Legislative Assembly, Macao SAR Ms. Wong Kit cheng 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
União Geral das Associações dos Moradores de Macau 

Ms. Lam Manghi  
Vice-Presidente 

8 Member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference of Guangxi Yulin; Chief Coach of Pickleball for 
Macau IC2 Association 

Mr. Lenlison Lo 

9 Area Vice President of Macau and Hengqin for Artyzen 
Hospitality Group and General Manager of Artyzen Grand 
Lapa Macau 

Mr. Rutger 
Verschuren 

10 Principal of Shenmo Star River Public Welfare Alliance Ms. Emily Ye 

11 Principal of Concordia School for Special Education Ms. Lam Kim U 

12 Managing Director, Seng Pan Coffee Roaster Co. Ltd.; 
Honorary President, Macau IC2 Association 

Ms. Jessica Tong 

13 President, Association of Parents of People with Intellectual 
Disabilities of Macau 

Mr. Chang Tak Toi 

14 
Charity Fund from The Readers Of Macao Daily News 

Hoi Kin Chong 
Vice-Presidente 

15 Philanthropist Mr. Chou Kuok Fai 

16 
President, Macau IC2 Association 

Mr. Antonio Luis 
Leong 

17 Chairlady of the Board, Macau IC2 Association Miss Ng Man Bou 

 
For media inquiries or more information about Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau's sustainability 
initiatives, please contact: 

 
Ms. Ada Chan  
Area Director of Marketing and Communications  
E. ada.chan@artyzenhotels.com  
D. +853 8793 3500 

 
 
 
Sustainability in Action: Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau’s Ongoing Commitment  
At Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau, sustainability is not just a principle—it’s a practice woven into 
every detail. From reducing energy consumption to minimizing food waste and encouraging 
low-carbon lifestyles, the hotel leads by example. 
 
Since its renovation in 2018, Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau has taken bold steps toward eco-
conscious hospitality. Single-use plastics have been significantly reduced, with bathroom 
amenities and guest supplies replaced by sustainable alternatives. Biodegradable straws now 
replace plastic ones, and all takeaway packaging is plastic-free. 
 
The hotel was among the first in Macau to install a Nordaq water bottling system, introducing 
this premium, eco-friendly brand—trusted by top hotels, chefs, and sommeliers—into the 
guest experience. This not only reduces plastic waste but also elevates sustainable luxury. 
 
Beyond operations, the hotel engages the community by joining local green initiatives like 
Green Week, Earth Hour, red packet recycling, and mooncake box collections. In line with 
Artyzen Hospitality Group’s “No Shark Fin” policy, only sustainable seafood is served across 
all dining venues. 

mailto:ada.chan@artyzenhotels.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recently, the hotel launched a Green Menu to promote mindful dining and eco-conscious 
living. These efforts earned Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau the Silver Award in the Macau Green 
Hotel Awards, recognizing its dedication to a greener, more responsible future. 
 
Brief Introduction of Macau IC2 (The main organiser of 2025 IC2 World Earth Day) 
 
Macau IC2 was founded by a group of neurodivergent individuals and remains the only Macau 
government registered “non-profit organization” managed by people with such disabilities 
since August 2016. The Abbreviation “IC2” stands for I CAN TOO, which means "I can do it, 
too".  IC2 believes in equality and that every human being is as important. All humans should 
be able to speak for themselves, share their thoughts, make friends, exchange information, 
promote and advocate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, and arouse social awareness IC2 evolved from managing a café through a 
Catering Training Project to contributing to society—such as preparing free handmade 
sandwiches and visiting elderly homes. Through a train-the-trainer program, they’ve shifted 
from “seeking help” to “offering help.” As of April 2025, they have 192 members. They don’t 
promote themselves widely; instead, word-of-mouth helps others from similar backgrounds 
find them. IC2 also supports people with disabilities in remote parts of China, fundraising 
through charity walks. Every small step has built experience, enriching the lives of IC2 
members and other neurodivergent individuals. This year, a special school in China, funded 
and sponsored by IC2 members, was completed and put into use. 


